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Saudi Arabia - Earliest Islamic (Kufic) inscription 
 
PART A - ESSENTIAL INFORMATION 
 
1. Summary 
 
The inscription is located on a red sandstone block of rock, pecked and deeply engraved and 
is very well preserved. It is located south of Qa'a al Muatadil, north of Sharma in al-Ula, 
northwest of Saudi Arabia. The rock is situated on the ancient Trade and Pilgrimage route 
connecting the early Islamic city of al-Mabiyat with Madain Saleh. 
 
It is the earliest dated Arabic inscription so far located in the world that mentions the date of 
the death of the second Caliph of Islam, Omar bin al-Khattab and reads as follows: 
 
Bismallah 
Ana Zuhair Kataba zaman maout Omar sanat Arba 
Wa eshrain 
 
Translation: 
 
In the name of God 
I Zuhair wrote the date of the death of Omar the year four  
and twenty (Hegrah) 
 
Caliph Omar bin al-Khattab died on the last night of the month of Dul-Hajj of the year 23 
Hegrah, and was buried next day on the first day of Muharram of the new year 24 Hegrah 
(corresponding to 644 AD). Thus the date mentioned in the inscription is authentic and 
conforms to the established and known date of the death of Caliph Omar bin al-Khattab. 
 
2. Nominator 
 
2.1 Name of person or organisation making the nomination 
Deputy Ministry of Antiquities and Museums 
 
2.2 Explain the nominator's background and why it is associated with the nomination 
Property of the Deputy Ministry of Antiquities and Museums, according to the laws of the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
 
2.3 Person in charge of the nomination process 
Prof. Dr. Saad A. al-Rashid 
 
2.4 Details to allow prompt contact for future correspondence 
Deputy Minister of Antiquities and Museums 
P.O.Box 3734 
Riyadh 11481 
Tel.: (01) 4041 617 
Fax: (01) 404 1391 
Email: salrashid@yahoo.com 
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3. Identity and description of the documentary heritage  
3.1 Complete name and dates 

 
Earliest Islamic (Kufic) inscription, dated 24th century Hegrah (644 AD), engraved on a rock 
located near al-Ula, northwest of Saudi Arabia. 
 
3.2 Description 
 
The inscription is authentic and oldest as it mentions the date of death of a Muslim Caliph, 
Omar bin al Khattab who died in 24th Hegrah. 
 
4. Justification for inclusion/assessment against criteria  
 
4.1 Authenticity 
 
The authenticity is established by the date mentioned in the inscription, the style of script with 
no dots and in early Arabic crude form. 

 
4.2 World significance  
 
It is of world importance as it is the first, the oldest and dated earliest Arabic text so far 
located in any country of the world. It is the first example of Arabic script.  
 
4.3 Time, place, people, subject, them, form and style  
 
The time is shown with the date (24th century Hegrah). The place is important as the 
inscription is located on ancient Trade/Pilgrimage route, written by a traveller or local 
resident, and subject is of prime importance mentioning the date of death of a Muslim Caliph 
Omar bin al Khattab. 
 
4.4 Rarity, integrity, threat and management 
 
It is a rare and unique, the earliest Arabic inscription on record. It is under the protection of 
the Deputy Ministry of Antiquities and Museums, and there is no danger of its destruction. 
The site has been registered as a National Heritage and it is being planned to fenced it or 
protect it by proper means. 
                                                                                 
5. Legal information 
 
5.1 and 5.2 Sometimes the custodian of the documentary heritage may not be the same 
as the owner. It is essential to establish both before a nomination can be added to the 
Register 
 
The Deputy Ministry of Antiquities and Museums 
P.O.Box 3734 
Riyadh 11481 
Saudi Arabia 
Fax: 01-4041 391 
Tel: 01-4029 500 
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5.3 Full legal status of the documentary heritage 
 

(a) Category of ownership: government property and ownership 
(b) Accessibility: Hardly accessible for the general public, but can be reached with the 

help of a guide from the Ministry. 
(c) Copyright status: Government of Saudi Arabia. 
(d) Responsible administration: Deputy Ministry of Antiquities and Museums. 
(e) Other factors: Nil 
 

6 Management plan 
6.1 Yes 
 
The site is under the custody of the Deputy Ministry of Antiquities and Museums and is very 
well protected and guarded. 
                                                                 
7. Consultation  
7.1 Consultation before submitting 
 
(a) The owner of heritage is Deputy Ministry of Antiquities and Museums (b) as well as the 
custodian of this cultural heritage and has been (c) approved by the Memory of the World 
committee. 
 
PART B – SUBSIDIARY INFORMATION 
 
8. Assessment of risk 
8.1 Describe the risks or threats 
There is no threat to the site by people, but the ecological, environmental and climatic factors 
may effect and cause deterioration in long term. 
 
9. Assessment of preservation 
9.1 Detail the preservation context of the nominated documentary heritage 
The inscription is carved in an open air rock, but pecked and engraved deeply and is still very 
well preserved. 
 
                                              
 


